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endeavour rather ineffectively to imitate its methods. Chapter
The essential feature is the rigidity of discipline. The    ___"
vote to be given on any issue is determined by caucus
of the members of the party in Parliament, and no
member may infringe the decision arrived at. What is
more unsatisfactory is the fact that the party policy,
whether in the Commonwealth or the States, is deter-
mined as far as possible by the central organisation in
the CoTnTnmiwfta.1t.Ti and the States respectively, and
members are held to be bound to give effect to it.
Strictly speaking, this should deprive members of any
real freedom, but in fact they do succeed in showing
some independence of outside authority, though this
varies with place, time, and individuals. "Unquestion-
ably the value of debate is thus rendered minimal; no
arguments can move Labour members, whose loyalty
is assured by the fact that politics is their means of
livelihood and disobedience will mean loss of a seat
and of income.
The effect of the emergence of Laboux has gradually
been to consolidate the old parties against it, but this
movement has been crossed by the development of the
Country party as a factor in the Commonwealth and
the States. Its existence is due to realisation of the
fact that neither Labour, which relies on the support
of the workers in the towns, nor the orthodox anti-
Labour party has any real interest in the primary
producers in the country, for the latter represents the
views of capital in the towns. The net result of this
intervention of a sectional party is on the whole to the
advantage of Labour through the splitting of anti-
Labour votes. But the sad confusion of Australian
finance under Labour auspices in 1930-32 has resulted